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IN HONOR OF MARCUS R. HABEEB

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of
Marcus R. Habeeb in recognition of his dedi-
cation and commitment to creating funding op-
portunities for those in need.

Marcus R. Habeeb is a proud product of
New York’s education system. As he tried to
decide on a career path, he received a para-
legal certificate from Adelphi University. Once
he recognized that the law was not for him, he
changed his focus and received a Finance de-
gree from Baruch College, followed by a Mas-
ter’s of Business Administration from the same
institution.

Over the past twenty years, Marcus has de-
veloped and broadened the scope of his ex-
pertise. Beginning in 1980, as an Accounts
Receivable/Computer Operator, Marcus has
steadily increased his responsibility and broad-
ened his portfolio. He followed his first job,
with a position as an Assistant Controller,
where he was responsible for the financial
management of a fine jewelry manufacturer. A
few years later, he moved on to a position as
a Chief Financial Officer, for a company in a
difficult financial situation. Marcus was able to
work with the bank and other creditors to re-
cover potentially large losses. He moved from
this position to Senior Vice-Presidency for a fi-
nancial institution. While there he built a small
Asian bank into a very important player on
Wall Street. In his next position, he expanded
his scope of responsibilities yet again, as the
Operations Manager for Hometrust Mortgage
Bank. While there, Marcus began to focus in-
creasingly on marketing strategies, investor re-
lations, and home mortgages. He has used
this experience, most recently, in creating his
own business, P & R Funding. Finally, Marcus
is able to bring together all of the knowledge
that he has accrued over his twenty year jour-
ney to independence to focus on developing
financing and business products for those in
need.

Marcus is also the proud husband, of fifteen
years to Annie, and the father of two children.

Mr. Speaker, Marcus R. Habeeb has dedi-
cated himself to business and his community.
As such, he is more than worthy of receiving
this recognition today and I urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring this truly re-
markable man.
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IN HONOR OF JAMES BUTLER

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of
James Butler in recognition of his lifetime of
outstanding service.

Jim Butler, is the President of a 10,000
member union, Local 420 Municipal Hospital
Workers Union, DC 37, AFSCME, AFL–CIO.
He has had a lifelong interest in the living and
working conditions of the people around him.
For over 40 years he has played a leadership
role in the struggle to improve those condi-
tions.

Since beginning his career at Local 420 as
a union organizer in 1954, Butler has been a
tireless fighter for better pay, health, education
and other benefits for hospital employees.
Gains for workers in these areas are the most
obvious marks of his leadership. ‘‘I never felt
better,’’ said President Butler,’’ than when we
were able to win respect for hospital workers.’’

Over the last several years, Jim Butler and
his local have waged a battle against threats
to privatize public hospitals in New York City.
The Local saw their efforts pay off with a vic-
tory in stopping the privatization of Coney Is-
land Hospital, and the recent victory in saving
Brooklyn Central Laundry, and 200 member
jobs with no layoffs. Jim Butler is currently en-
gaged in a boycott at several hospitals against
the contracting out of employee cafeterias to
fast food operation such as McDonald’s and
Burger King.

No less important, however, are his con-
tributions to the community which the hospital
workers serve. Butler has been the driving
force behind the union’s frequent demonstra-
tions and rallies for social justice. Under his
leadership, Local 420’s political action also
makes itself felt in voter education and reg-
istration drives. Annually the Local registers
thousands of voters and directly involves hun-
dreds of union members in political cam-
paigns. The Local was a key supporter in the
historic campaign to elect the first African-
American Mayor of the City of New York, the
Honorable David N. Dinkins.

Jim Butler has long been part of the strug-
gle for equal opportunity for minorities within
the labor movement through active member-
ship in the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists,
PUSH, NAACP, Urban League, and SCLC
Labor Committees. He served on the execu-
tive board of CBTU’s New York Chapter. He
also served as a member of the New York
Consumer Assembly’s Board of Directors.

Butler is the recipient of numerous awards
and honors from civil rights, labor and commu-
nity organizations, including the Labor Com-
mittee of the NAACP, the New York and Ja-
maica (Queens) chapters of the NAACP, the
CBTU New York Chapter, Memphis Municipal
Workers Local 1733, the Coalitions of Labor
Unions Women, New York State’s Black and
Puerto Rican Caucus, the Hispanic Labor
Committee, the Harlem YMCA,
Queensborough Women’s Clubs, the Negro
Labor Council, the Community Leadership
Network, and Central Baptist Church’s hon-
oree for Outstanding Christian Leader.

Jim Butler has been the President of Local
420 for 27 years and on August 18, 1999 he
was elected as a International Vice President
to the ‘‘mother union’’, AFSCME. Jim resides
in Astoria, Queens, NY with his wife, Eloise.

Mr. Speaker, because of his dedication to
helping health care workers and fighting for
social justice, JIm Butler is more than worthy
of receiving our recognition today and I urge
my colleagues to join me in honoring this truly
remarkable leader.
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IN MEMORY OF BONNIE SCANLAN

HON. XAVIER BECERRA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001
Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay a heartfelt tribute to Bonnie Scanlan, a

dear friend and civic-minded individual who
worked tirelessly for the community of Echo
Park in the City of Los Angeles, California. On
Sunday, October 7, 2001, we lost Bonnie after
a characteristically valiant fight for life fol-
lowing a massive heart attack. Bonnie was
laid to rest Saturday, October 13, 2001 at
Rose Hills Cemetery in Whittier, California; we
are comforted knowing that today she rests in
peace.

Bonnie Susan Gerzofsky was born in Brook-
lyn, New York on January 28, 1946 to Molly
and Leonard Gerzofsky, already parents to
toddler Stan. When she was in the fifth grade
her family moved to Alhambra, California.
From All Souls Catholic School and San Ga-
briel Mission High School, Bonnie went on to
graduate from Pasadena City College and
then become a social worker for the County of
Los Angeles.

She later married John Scanlan, together
raising their three children Johnna, John and
Stephan. Bonnie was a very hands on mom;
she passed on her family’s love of baseball to
her boys, teaching them how to catch. She
passed on the importance of community in-
volvement to her children, as Bonnie’s mother
had to her, serving as Troop Leader during
her daughter’s days in the Brownies and the
Girl Scouts. Bonnie was very proud of her
family, especially her grandsons Christopher
and Tommy. Perhaps the only love equal to
that for her family, baseball and helping others
was Bonnie’s love for her ancestral homeland
of Ireland.

Ownership in a Domino’s Pizza brought
Bonnie to the community of Echo Park in the
late 1980’s. Even though Bonnie remained a
resident of the nearby city of San Gabriel, she
felt that as a business owner in Echo Park she
had a responsibility to the community and its
people. Bonnie’s contributions are countless:
helping to organize the Echo Park Pride Day,
donating a monthly ‘‘Pizza Night’’ to the Chris
Brownlie AIDS Hospice, holding a food drive
at her pizza establishment every year during
the holidays, feeding hungry police and fire-
fighters during times of tragedy and crisis, and
bringing the Los Angeles Philharmonic
Musicmobile to the children at Mayberry
School. It seems you could always count on
her to support any cause that helped young
people in the neighborhood and, of course, to
dole out those pizzas whenever and wherever
the need arose.

In 1998 Bonnie was elected President of the
Echo Park Chamber of Commerce, a position
she held at the time of her death. She invig-
orated the Chamber: reviving the community
Holiday Parade, instituting the Jackie Finer-
Reed Scholarship, starting the Echo Park
business district’s ‘‘Face Lift’’ program, and or-
ganizing the yearly Echo Park Night at Dodger
Stadium. And, yes, there were always pizzas
at every event.

I feel deeply privileged to have known
Bonnie. She was a trusted friend. She was
blessed with a kind, honest heart. And, as all
who knew her will attest, she spoke her mind.
How I miss that . . .

On December 9, 2001, the community of
Echo Park paid tribute to Bonnie Scanlan by
dedicating this year’s Holiday Parade in her
memory. Bonnie served posthumously as
Grand Marshal with her family riding the pa-
rade route in her stead. The people of Echo
Park may not realize it, but Bonnie always felt
that the community did more for her than she
ever did for the community.
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Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride, yet pro-

found sorrow, that I ask my colleagues to join
me today in saluting Bonnie Scanlan, an ex-
ceptional human being. She left us too soon,
with so much to do and so much to say. I will
forever remember this beloved friend fondly.
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IN HONOR OF AUDREY LEE
JACOBS, MBA, JD

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of
Audrey Lee Jacobs in recognition of her out-
standing service to the community.

Audrey Lee Jacobs, MBA, JD is the Presi-
dent and CEO of Lyndon Baines Johnson
Health Complex, Inc. In her short tenure, LBJ
has made significant gains. Due in large part
to Ms. Jacobs’ strong business acumen, com-
mitment and leadership, LBJ has earned an
11% increase in patient visits and produced a
profit in fiscal year 2000—the first such in-
creases in a number of years; established fi-
nancial and operational, established a staff de-
velopment and training program with Medgar
Evers College and Wyckoff Heights Medical
Center.

This child of Brooklyn’s 10th Congressional
District, having spent a number of years work-
ing throughout the United States for several of
the world’s largest corporations, is pleased to
have returned to serve the community in
which she was born. Ms. Jacobs attended the
New York City public school system, grad-
uating from Andrew Jackson High School as
one of the top students in her class. She at-
tended Vassar College on a full scholarship
and majored in psychology.

Along the way, Ms. Jacobs developed a
keen interest in business as she watched her
entrepreneurial parents establish and run their
own small businesses. When asked why she
chose a business career, Ms. Jacobs re-
marked, ‘‘I have always found business to be
an exciting, challenging and rewarding envi-
ronment where I could use all of my talents
and enjoy myself at the same time’’. She
began her career in marketing working for
several multi-national corporations, including
Mobil Oil Corporation and AT&T. In 1985, with
those experiences under her belt and the de-
sire to expand her knowledge in business, Ms.
Jacobs entered one of the top business
schools in the country, the University of Texas
at Austin. In 1988, when she was awarded the
Master in Business Administration degree from
the University, she decided to enter a law
school instead of immediately re-entering the
corporate world. In the fall of 1988, Ms. Ja-
cobs enrolled in the law school of her choice,
Columbia University School of Law.

Having studied corporate law, Ms. Jacobs
‘‘cut her teeth’’ at two prestigious Park Avenue
law firms. Shortly after receiving the Juris Doc-
tor Degree from Columbia in 1991, Ms. Ja-
cobs joined the mayoral administration of
David N. Dinkins. Serving as an assistant to
the president of the NYC Health & Hospital
Corporation. When the Dinkins administration
ended, Ms. Jacobs returned to the practice of
law.

Though the years, Ms. Jacobs has been ac-
tive in the alumni associations of Vassar and

Columbia Law School; and she has raised
funds for many community and political organi-
zations. She has acted as a mentor to count-
less youth and has served as a volunteer law-
yer with legal clinics representing the poor.

Mr. Speaker, Audrey Lee Jacobs is a Brook-
lyn success story. She has spent many years
building an exemplary academic record and
professional career and now she has come
home to Brooklyn to share her success with
her home community. As such she is more
than worthy of receiving this recognition and I
urge my colleagues to join me in honoring this
truly remarkable woman.
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IN HONOR OF JEHNEL DENISE
BANNISTER

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2001
Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of

Jehnel Denise Bannister in recognition of her
religious commitment and service to her com-
munity.

Jehnel Denise Bannister was born on Janu-
ary 28, 1967. She was raised by her mother,
Dolores Autry, and is the older of two children.
She graduated from St. Augustine’s College in
Raleigh, North Carolina, in 1989 where she re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science Degree in Busi-
ness Administration. Jehnel is currently em-
ployed as a Vocational/Recreational Counselor
for the Project Return Foundations Women’s
Day Treatment Program.

In 1991, she became a member of the New
Canaan Baptist Church under the leadership
of Rev. Richard J. Lawson. Jehnel is also very
active in her community in many other ways;
she is a member of the A.L.C. Coral Ensem-
ble, the Putnam Avenue Block Association,
and a supervisor of the Youth United in the
Body of Christ (which is a body of young
Christians trying to make a difference in her
church and her community).

Jehnel enjoys working and making a dif-
ference in the lives of young people. She be-
lieves that it is important to bridge the gap be-
tween the youth and the older members of the
church.

Jehnel’s favorite scripture is ‘‘I can do all
things through Christ who strengths me’’.
(Philippians 4:13)

Jehnel believes that whatever God has for
her is for her, so she does not worry about
people and circumstances. Jehnel just con-
tinues to trust in God.

Mr. Speaker, Jehnel Denise Bannister is a
young woman of faith who is committed to her
church and her community. As such, I believe
that she is more than worthy of receiving our
recognition today. I urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring this truly spiritual woman.
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TRIBUTE TO KENNETH R. KNOX OF
GRAND TRUCK WESTERN RAIL-
ROAD AND CANADIAN NATIONAL
RAILWAYS

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001
Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to

recognize Mr. Kenneth R. Knox upon his re-

tirement from the rail industry after 36 years of
service to the Grand Trunk Western Railroad
and Canadian National Railways. It is truly an
honor to thank Mr. Knox for 36 years of hard
work and devotion to the railroad industry.

Beginning his career in the railroad industry
as a Yard Helper with Grand Trunk Western
Railroad in 1965, Mr. Knox immediately began
rising up the ladder because of his well-found-
ed knowledge and expertise. Ever misunder-
stood, the rail industry in the United States is
one of the most important vehicles of U.S.
commerce and is the remaining connection
between our glorious industrial age past and
the future of industry in America. Our railways
are a symbol of American freedom and pros-
perity to the hard-working women and men
that staff and service this important part of
American society.

During his time in the railroad industry, Mr.
Knox served also as Yardmaster, Assistant
Trainmaster, Trainmaster, Terminal Manager,
District Manager, Superintendent Agreement
Administration, Manager of Labor Relations,
up to his service as Manager of Operations for
the Crew Management Center/Rail Traffic
Control. Always dedicated to his job, Mr. Knox
is well-liked and respected among all seg-
ments of the rail industry, especially by co-
workers, upon his retirement he will be missed
not only because his friendship with fellow
workers, but also because of the knowledge
and expertise he brings to work with him every
day. His colleagues and I must truly respect
the imprint he has left behind.

In addition to his dedication to the railroad
industry, his dedication to family and friends
and religion is second to none. I wish to thank
Mr. Kenneth Knox for his 36 years of toil and
sweat in the rail industry, and I ask that my
colleagues join me in wishing Mr. Knox a
happy and healthy retirement.

f

COMMENDING THE CONTRIBUTION
OF WESTFIELD WORKS WONDERS

HON. JAMES H. MALONEY
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2001

Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
it is an honor to bring to the attention of the
House of Representatives and the American
people an event that will raise money for
schools, hospitals and charities in Connecticut.
The Westfield Works Wonders charity event
took place on November 18, 2001 with the
goal of raising $400,000.

This annual event has raised over $1.2 mil-
lion since its inception four years ago. An
event of this magnitude is possible through the
cooperation of the four Westfield
Shoppingtowns in Enfield, Meriden, Trumbull
and Milford. These malls join forces for the
event by extending their hours of operation
and donating their workforce.

I would like to commend the thousands of
workers, volunteers and hundreds of non-profit
organizations who serve their community
through this event. This event embodies the
spirit of community that will see our Nation
through this troubling time.

On behalf of the people of Connecticut’s 5th
District, I congratulate and thank all of the citi-
zens who participate in the Westfield Works
Wonders event for the wonderful contributions
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